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Outside review surveys library facilities
by Karen Sullivan

Central Science Library

According to Director of
Libraries James Tanis, the
science libraries and automation
were the two central concerns of
the four person Visiting Library
Review Committee, which examined the library offerings from
June 19th to the 22nd this past
summer.

According to Tanis, plans are
in the making for a centralized
science library which would combine the biology, chemistry,
physics, mathematics, geology
and psychology collections. This
building, which would be located
near the science complex, would
also house the psychology department presently in DaltonrUnfortunately, as the funds for this
building are not being requested
in the Centennial Campaign, it
will be five to ten years before we
see signs of the building.

Fragmentation a problem
The decentralization of the
library holdings was seen as the
chief evil that could be mediated
by automation and restructuring
of the science libraries. According to the Committee's report,
"The fragmentation of the collections and the resulting inability to
provide adequate staff, services,
and security for the collections
has almost reached the point of
immobilizing
everyone
involved."
Staffing difficult
As D. Kaye Gapen of the
University of Alabama pointed
out, the overlapping of collections and catalogues as well as the
excess of staff needed to man the
outlying libraries outweigh the
convenience of the separate collections.

Publications grouped
In the interim period, the Committee suggested material be
redistributed according to the
type of publication to alleviate
current overcrowding. Periodicals, for example, could be stored
in what is now the mathematics/physics area. According to
Tanis, this suggestion "certainly
merits further discussion."
Terminals available
As terminals would be provided in the outlying libraries as well
as Canaday, automation would
somewhat tie together the diffuse
holdings. According to the
report, "Today's investment of

$300,000 will result in at least
making bearable an almost
untenable decentralized collection and in resolving some of the
most immediate staffing difficulties."
Automation planned
Regarding automation, Tanis
found the Committee's report
"particularly helpful." Gapen suggested the adoption of an integrated on-line system to be
shared by Bryn Mawr, Haverford
and Swarthmore. According to
Tanis, "this is the direction in
which we want to go."
Catalogue computerized
Since 1973 incoming books
have been catalogued both in the
card catalogue and on a computer. If an agreement were to be
arranged with Haverford and
Swarthmore the computer tape
would be transferred to a tricollege data bank. A student
could therefore find out not only
what books purchased within the
past ten years are held by the
three libraries, but whether they
have been checked out or not. As
funds for this project are being
sought in the Centennial Campaign, the system could go into
effect within the next three years.

Forum examines women, poverty
by Sasha Torres
In 1981, the President's National Advisory on Economic Opportunity projected that "by the
year 2000, America's poverty
population will be comprised only of women and children."
Bryn Mawr will address its concerns about the "feminization of
poverty" in a conference on
"Women, Poverty, and Public
Policy," to be held October 28

and 29 in Thomas. Conference
Director Nancy Woodruff noted
that the College has long had an
interest in women's economic
issues, and cited as an example
the founding of the School of
Social Work."
The conference will be funded
by grants from the Pennsylvania
Humanities Council and the Ar
cadia Foundation. The Undergraduate Dean's Office, the

School of Social Work, the Office
of Minority Affairs, the Sisterhood and Women's Alliance also
contributed to the program. It
grew out of a course in the
sociology department taught last
semester. Woodruff stated that
while teaching the course she
sensed that the "students' enthusiasm for the material seemed

/continued on page 6/

Director of Libraries James Tanis expects computerization of
recent material within three years.

Tanis was unable to state,
however, when the card catalogue
of material published prior to
1973 would be obsolete.
Space needed in A.A.
Secondary concerns included
the Art and Archaelogy Library.
To improve the current space problem, the Committee recommended encroaching on other
rooms in Thomas Library and in
placing all reserve reading in
Canaday, instead of simply the
reading for the introductory level
courses.

(continued on page 6)

Lachs appointed
pre-law advisor
by Kris Anderson
Phyllis Lachs, Bryn Mawr's new
prelaw advisor, is hardly new to
the College: familiar to many
students as a professor of history,
she also obtained her Ph.D. in
history from Bryn Mawr 20 years
ago.
Lachs, who graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania
School of Law in 1982, taught
history part-time at the College
while a law student. She has also
served as Assistant Dean of the
Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences and is experienced in
administration.

Director of Minority Affairs Nancy Woodruff will host Friday and Saturday's forum on women and poverty.

Classification questioned
They also found troublesome
the Archaeology Seminar Shelving Sequence which is based on
the medium and excavation site
rather than classification
numbers pasted on the spine of
the book. Tanis defended the procedure, saying that the Committee's comments "don't take into
consideration the research and
teaching approach of our Archaeology Department."

While pre-law advising has
traditionally been the responsibility of the senior class dean, it
was not possible for Senior Dean
Balestri to assume that responsibility this year. Dean Balestri
received a grant to teach a special
freshman course integrating
computers into the humanities,
noted Dean of the Undergraduate
College Mary Maples Dunn, and
"part of that grant enabled us to
find others to fulfill some of Dean
Balestri's responsibilities, so that

she could teach the course."
Lachs, who is married to
History of Religion Professor
Samuel Lachs, is currently
available to talk with prelaw
students two hours a week. She
views her mission as "making
students aware of strong law
schools that they might not know
of —we don't want all the prelaw
students competing for the same
schools." Lachs cites New York
University Law School as one
place many students are considering. She urges students to
think about non-east coast
schools as well as local and
non-"big 10" schools that also offer good programs.
"The Bryn Mawr student is in a
very competitive position," comments Lachs. "Bryn Mawrtyrs
read critically and write well. It's
important that you're coming
from Bryn Mawr," she says. Lachs
notes that many students are concerned about their grades, but she
maintains that "law schools are
sophisticated; they look at your
college, your courses taken."

{continued on page 7)

Editorial

College should help
We find it disheartening that the College has discouraged the
actions of those Bryn Mawr women who have refused to participate in the draft process. Through the College's lack of real
financial support for these women, the administration has tacitly
expressed their disapproval. We would like to point out that in colleges which still affirm their Quaker heritage and talk ad nauseam
about the responsibilities of citizens, etc., that conscientious objection cannot be treated as if it were being practiced by irrational
children. Principles usually fall to practicalities, and perhaps we
are fulminating over a lot of nothing, but it would seem that
educational institutions could stand up to the federal government
either directly or more discreetly, by aiding those of its students
who take a non-conforming position to stay in school.
A thousand women are not going to run out next year and
refuse to sign their draft cards if Bryn Mawr aids three students
this year. Though a majority of students receive GSLs, most are
not COs, Quakers or otherwise. Bryn Mawr does not have to encourage its students to break the law; but if it agrees that bullying
anyone into compliance before their CO status is disproved,
(known commonly as guilty until proven innocent), support need
not be withheld.
We might all ask ourselves what principles we 'are willing to
sacrifice. Once upon a time Bryn Mawr opposed a law which
would have made reporting of disruptive students mandatory if
the College were to receive certain government funds. That was a
proud moment. Yet ideology and ideals will get us nowhere in the
present fray if institutions like Bryn Mawr are unwilling to back
them up with action.
The truth is that the College believes it cannot afford to alienate
the federal government, from which much money flows. This is an
unquestionably pragmatic thought. Yet how much further are colleges like Bryn Mawr willing to go to preserve the status quo with
the government, when it believes the regulations of that government are unjust? The draft is, after all, a real question of life and
death, of conflicting principles. Issues do not get more concrete
than this.
There is no need to knuckle under to Washington, D.C.,
because the comfort of the present is threatened by government
hawks. Denying the authenticity of conscientious objection is
wrong. The Solomon Amendment does so. Bryn Mawr is playing
the white-gloved role it knows, but we suspect its conscience
knows better.
We also know there is no need to tell The News not to publish
editorials on the subject, as a member of the administration did.
This community needs to discuss the Amendment, not bury it.
The Reagan Administration has attempted to curtail the
Freedom of Information Act, and academics helped oppose that
silencing of free speech. It also attempted to constrict the flow of
financial aid to middle class students, and colleges helped fight it.
The Solomon Amendment promotes the kind of single-minded
militarism and majoritarian tyranny that the United States can do
without. It is time to hitch up our skirts and oppose it. Let up hang
onto our principles a while longer, and preserve the precious illusion that educational institutions set a brave example for impressionable students.
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Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:
You know, we out here at Swarthmore
often feel like the odd person out' in the triCollege community: not only are we farthest away, but we seem to be least informed about tri-college events. For example,
one has to scrape and scratch around here
to find a copy of the shuttle schedule. Even
worse, it was just this week that anyone saw
a copy of the College News' big spread on
Swarthmore published in the Oct. 5 issue,
with all those big splashy photos of Mama
Parrish. Anyway, thanks—one wishes that
our newspaper would make a similar effort
to relieve Swat students* ignorance of what
Bryn Mawr and Haverford have to offer.
However, I'd like to point out a few errors
in the articles: the food service is called
SAGA, not SAKA (the former lends itself
better to bad puns); that naughty frat is
Delta Upsilon, not Epsilon. The most
disturbing statement, however, was that
Swarthmore has dining clubs. Dining
clubs??? Say what?? To my (and everyone
else's) knowledge, no such Ivy League in-

stitutions have existed at Swat since before
the invention of the eggbeater, and there
certainly aren't any now.
It's a shame that the tone set by the article on our Women's Center was marred by
the rude speculation about the Men's Club,
described as "typically sexist: visions of
pipes and smoking jackets come to mind."
First of all, no Men's Club exists (at least,
it's not listed in the student handbook);
secondly, Swarthmore is not exactly receptive to that kind of old-boy attitude. This is
not Princeton!
There is a Men's Co-op, composed of
male supporters of feminism. Also, small
private rooms are available within the dining hall for groups to reserve for
meetings—maybe this is where the dining
club hallucination originated.
We also, as you noted, have ice cream
every night (often Oreo flavor, no less).
Come out and have dinner sometime—
let's start getting to know each other.
Kirsten Bruesz
Swarthmore '86

No Comment
CALLING ALL GIRLS
In your spare time earn extra money selling Pola Skin
Care Products and Cosmetics from Japan—We will supply
materials and instruction
Call Barbara or Shirley 525-2944
Except on Sun. and Mon.
Aduertised in The Neuis. Friday. Oct. 21. 1983.
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Reflections on the reality of rape in our community
There's been a lot of discussion on campus lately about men and women, about
the relationship between men and women.
There's an aspect of that relationship that I
think needs to be addressed. I have a story
to tell, one that I think is important to tell.
But it isn't easy.
I'm sitting in my room in one part of
Bryn Mawr campus, in the middle of the
afternoon, ten months after the fact—and
it's still not easy.
Maybe you remember those signs from
last year, signs from Security warning

Kathy Roth

students about locking their doors, as there
had been a few "incidents" the night of the
Rhoads party. Some guys reportedly
"entered" a student's room. My story
begins here: I'm that student.
I had gone to bed and was alone in my
room because my roommate wasn't home
yet, and seven men walked in.
At first I thought I might know them (I
was groggy), and I told them I'd gone to bed
and asked them to leave. They didn't. I
could tell that they weren't from the college, and I again asked them to leave. It was
awful. Actually, it wasn't horrible at the
time, but later it was, and then my feelings
of horror lasted longer than did any others.
At the time, however, I was very calm.

Gym opens
for use
On Monday, October 24th at 7
am, the Bern Schwartz Gymnasium will open its doors for
operation. Because of some
alterations in the synthetic floor,
the main gymnasium area will not
be in use until November 1st. Participants in physical education
classes should report to the
Schwartz Gymnasium for all
classes starting Monday, October
24th. Ballet will be offered in the
Schwartz Gymnasium and the
one exception is that Modern
Dance will remain in Pern Arch.
The Schwartz Facility hours
will be:
Building: Weekdays—7am - 9
pm (except Friday when the
building will close its regular
hours at 6pm)
Saturday—9am - 5pm; 7pm
• 10pm
Sunday—1 lam • 5pm
Swimming Pool: Weekdays—7
•9am; 12N - 2pm; 7 - 8:30pm
(except Friday when there is
no 7 • 8:30pm swim)
Saturday—1 lam - 4:30pm
& 7pm - 8:30pm
Sunday—1 lam - 4:30pm
A booklet on Policies and Procedures will be circulated next
week. An ID is necessary to enter
the building, and to check out
equipment. Universal pins will be
distributed at the equipment
issue room of the Schwartz Gym
nasium.
All students, staff members
and faculty members are
welcome to use the facility.

Maybe I couldn't believe it was happening,
or maybe I thought I could handle it. I told
the men repeatedly that I did not want
them there—I told them, with every breath,
to leave.
I was molested. One of them held me in
my bed. (I hadn't run away before because I
wasn't dressed and I was afraid of what they
would do if I got out from under the
covers.) I can't, now, write what they did.
On my paper there are heavy ink slashes
over the words that describe it. Anyway,
the specific act is not important.
I got rid of them, possibly because I was
so calm. Then I went to sleep. I didn't call
Security—and I think I'm just beginning to
understand why. You call Security when
you are the victim of a crime. I certainly
was a victim, but it took me a while before I
could accept that.
My reaction started a couple of days after
the fact. First I got angry. I remember snapping a pencil to pieces as I told a friend
about it. How dare they invade my room,
my self. I felt I could be, I had a right to be
angry. You know, I really hated that guy,
and I wanted him hurt. I don't hate him
anymore; if I met him, I'd just find him
weak. What I hate is the system that can let
someone see rape and molestation as just
an attempt at having a little fun.
After the anger subsided I felt fear. I was
so scared—I sometimes still am. I would
walk down the hall and just start crying. It's
a terrible thing to know that, as a woman,

you are vulnerable to attack. Let me try to
explain; but first let me say, as gently and
with as much love in my heart as I have,
that if you're a man you won't be able to
understand what I am about to say.
When a man molests a woman, he takes
something she usually shares voluntarily.
And then the woman realizes that since
men really are stronger than women, it's
something almost any man can do. Many
women's lives are so intimately wrapped
up with men's that all a woman can do is try
to deal with this knowledge. Many men
deal with women through harassment and
molestation. That is a frightening truth.
A guy I know said he didn't think rape
was a wise issue to bring up; "it's a side
issue." But know this: there is no woman
whose life is not affected by the fear of
rape. That's why we do not walk alone at
night, that's why most of us don't hitchhike. Fear of rape regulates our behavior
with every man we don't know well.
Rape doesn't just affect us in the
abstract. As I discuss this issue with women
I know, I find out that they were molested
by an uncle when they were seven, or raped
by the boy down the street when they were
fourteen. Most women I know have been
molested or raped at some point in their
lives. Someone tells me that all but one of
her female friends have been sexually
assaulted.
Another friend of mine lived with five
women this summer, and she was the only

one who hadn't been raped, though she'd
been molested as a child. There are
estimates that three or four out of five
women will be raped in their lives.
But almost none of the women I've ever
talked to have reported their rapes. I did;
the guy was expelled from Villanova, and
he skipped state. I'm lucky I was at Bryn
Mawr, though. I got a lot of support from
the administration, and I'm grateful for
that. At another place the whole thing
could have been very successfully suppressed. When my father said to me, "Oh,
come on Kathy, it's not like you were hit or
anything," I realized that support for the
victim is very important.
We need to be able to talk about rape if
anything's going to change. We have to not
feel guilty about saying rape and molestation are crimes. We need to be able to
declare that we are victims of crimes, and
then bring the criminals to justice. We have
to be able to scream when strangers walk
into our rooms or touch us. And men must
remember or learn that forcing themselves
on a girl or woman is criminal.
As a quick aside: in a national survey,
only 35% of all men said that they believed
rape is a criminal offense and that they
could never under any circumstances see
themselves committing rape. To change
such statistics and their underlying causes,
we must first face the reality of rape. Confronting this reality is the first step towards
our reclaiming of the right.

Student tormented by cat
I firmly believe that there are many
dangers in knowing too much. (Acutally,
this statement is only applicable if you are
not a character in a John Le Carre novel; if
you are, you are penalized whether you
know why or not. But that, I suppose, has
no bearing on anything; I am not a
character in a John Le Carre novel.) (Last I
heard.)

Sara F. Orel

There is the danger of wanting to tell an
acquaintance all about that guy she has
fallen in love with and whom you know has
a reputation for treating women badly.
There is the peril of not having an excuse
when you sleep through your nine o'clock
class ("But I didn't know it was
Wednesday... "). And there is the upsetting idea that a friend of yours is on the
Honor Board and you know she doesn't accept bribes.
My problem, to begin with, is that I got a
cat as a May Day gift my sophomore year: a
nice, big, soft, fuzzy bag of fat and calico
fur. I have cared well for that cat, fed it,
given it medicine when it was sick and
generally treated it like a god. Major
mistake in tactics: if you treat a cat with
that much respect, never expect to maintain your own.
You see, cats are some of the most
ungrateful creatures on this earth. I think
part of the problem is that somewhere
along the line the cats got the impression
that the earth had been created originally
for them and man was just a last-minute addition. I think that has something to do with
all those saber-toothed cats you see chasing cave men up trees in the movies. The

cats took matters into their own hands and
tried to do away with the competition.
But now cats have figured the whole
thing out. They don't have to provide
anything for their own maintenance. A
human owner, if she is a good one, will feed
the cat, stroke the cat, make it feel wanted,
and even change the litterbox. When was
the last time you had someone to flush the
toilet for you?
My cat is probably in competition for the
"laziest cat/most energetic human" award,
but, just as in the Olympic horse back
riding competitions, the owner (the
manipulator?) gets the award. My cat's
name is TOC (short for T.O.C., which is
short for The Office Cat; a column that
Charles Dana once wrote at the New York
Sun. That cat was useful. He ate copy that
was simply oozing hot air; he loved the
Congressional Record, especially. And,
Dana wrote, the Cat sprung "with indescribable quickness and ferocity" at
awkward and clumsy English. A cat such
as Dana's cat would be very useful here; I
could keep it well fed on anthropology
texts and Clark de Leon's column in the Inquirer.) But TOC is not a stupid cat, unfortunately. I tore up a particularly bad section
of an assigned text last year and he simply
turned up his nose at it.
"I want Tender Vittles," he said, "or better yet, steak."
"No steak around."
"I will not eat your books. It is an undignified thing for a cat to do."
"If you weren't so damned worried about
your integrity as a cat, I think we'd get
along much better."
"Pity," he sighed, and closed his eyes.
He sleeps a lot. At least, I suppose, he
doesn't tear up the furniture and scream all
night long. But if he feels like talking,
forget about studying unless you go to the
library (and I am a well-known loather of
libraries). He will also keep me up late at
night, chatting away about the state of the
world (my least favorite topic) and the state
of my academic "career," which I like to
discuss even less.

"You're hopeless," he tells me, and the
most irritating thing about that is that no
one else says it; but I believe I am. When
TOC says it, though, I have second
thoughts; I say "Wait a minute!"
"Hmmm?" One eye slits open a little bit.
"I'm not hopeless."
"Matter of opinion. I trust my own."
"No one asked you."
There was no answer and when I looked,
his eyes were closed again. I really have loved cats before these last two years (actually
only one year. .. .when I was in Europe last
summer, I left him at home and my mother
loved him. He loved her. I know my mother
and she spoils cats absolutely rotten.).
Anyway, TOC is a unique cat, I tell myself,
and the fact that he is such an unbearable
companion should not reflect on other
mammals of the feline persuasion. Other
friends have wonderful, friendly cats that
purr a lot and don't talk back.
I don't know how he got along with the
Mawrtyr who had him before last year. She
hasn't written since graduation. I'm sure
she is curled up at law school, still laughing
at the way she got rid of her cat.
I complained about having a friend on
Honor Board; that is connected with my
topic, actually. It has to do with my major
problem at the moment. I just bothered to
find out about the cat regulations yesterday. I had been hoping that if I simply ignored the facts, I could pass him off on
some unsuspecting underclassman
(woman, or whatever—I don't go in for
gender distinctions in generic terms). I was
calmly informed that such an action would
be a Social Honor Code violation for me
and for the underclassman (person?) to accept. (I don't want to offend anyone—actually, Kristin Steiner: per-"son" seems like
a term that is every bit as sexist as
hu—"man"). I would be found out, and I
would be obligated to tell my friend if I
wasn't discovered. Sigh.. ..
So TOC will, I suppose, have to leave
BMC with me. "How's that, cat? We're
stuck with each other."
I don't think he's going to answer.
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The changing face of Bryn Mawr: uses of buil
by Karen Sullivan
To the Bryn Mawr student pushing
through the crowd in Thomas Great
Hall for a donut or typing a paper in her
Rockefeller suite, the knowledge that
for decades women have been studying
in these rooms, looking out these windows, often seems unimaginable. A
glance back at the history and uses of
these buildings can give one a sense of
how much has changed since those
stern-faced scholars posed for their
portrait in 1885, and how much has remained the same.

"The underground
swimming pool was
built in 1893 and
remained. . . . "
If we attended Bryn Mawr one hundred years ago we would live, as
everyone did then, in Merion. All
students had their own bedrooms,
usually with an adjoining study shared
(or not shared) with the student whose
bedroom connected to the other side of
the study. Rooms were chosen at different prices; in 1911 the costs ranged
from one hundred dollars, for scholar-

ship students, to four hundred, for a
room such as a Merion Barnes suite. As
the students retained the rooms for
four years, they papered the walls,
hung up the Pre-Raphaelite drawings
then in vogue, and cluttered the room
with heaps of fringed pillows, wicker
chairs, and a stand for the omnipresent
tea set.
The services provided reflected first
Dean and second President M. Carey
Thomas' belief that scholars should not
have to attend to laundry and dusting.
In 1911 a sewing room and a hairdressing room were provided in Rockefeller;
all laundry was sent out to launderies
"approved by the College;*' maids
waitressed the three sit-down meals a
day that were held in every dorm and
continued to be held through the
1950's. (Today, those dining halls have
been remodeled into Afterwords, the
Pembroke dance studio, the bookshop
and additional rooms in Merion).
Through the 1960's maids cleaned the
students' rooms once a week.
After Merion was built, Radnor, Denbigh, the Pembrokes and Rockefeller
were built in the Jacobean or Collegiate Gothic style that was developed
by the Cope and Stewardson firm in
Philadelphia, modeled after the
English architecture of the 1630's. In
1938 the James E. Rhoads Residence
Hall was completed to accomodate a
bursting student population. The dormitory's most notable characteristic

Elaborately decorated students' rooms were coi

was its Marcel Breuer furniture, which
brought the tubular steel and plywood
or Bauhaus to the College.
Erdman followed in 1965, drawing
national attention with designer Louis
Kahn's use of sunlight, the square
motif, and the indications of how the
building was constructed which were
left in the final work, such as the imprint of the plywood planks that supported the concrete walls. In 1971 Haffner Hall opened, providing a final
resting place for the College's foreign
language speakers, who had wandered
from Denbigh to Radnor to Wyndham
since the College's earliest days.
The use and reuse of the academic"
buildings is at least as interesting as the
residence halls.
Taylor: Completed in 1884, Taylor
bore a distinct resemblance to the
Baltimore Quaker Meeting House, with

"Rooms were chosen at differerl
from $ 100 for a scholarship sti
the Merion Barnes Suite."
Students in the 1950s used Thomas Great Hall as a reading room.
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ings from the Deanery to Haffner, 1885-1983
excursions; under her direction Cope &
Stewardson brought Collegiate Gothic
to its pinnacle of opulence. The library
was so lavish, in fact, that the funds
were drained and the south side of the
quadrangle, where the Quita Woodward Room and the Art and Archaeology Library now stand, was not
finished until 1939.
Thomas Great Hall served as the
reading room. Two tables ran for the
length of the room as desks, divided up
by two foot tall screens to insure the
privacy of the scholar's reflection.
From the photographs in the College
Archives, it is apparent that the student
ideally obtained two chairs as she
studied: one to sit in and one for her
feet.
Books were stored in the basement
and the first floor, where Visual
Resources and classrooms now stand.
The crowded bookcases, low ceilings
and glass floors did not make for highly
comfortable library conditions.
Only in 1969 when Canaday was
constucted were these conditions
allieviated. Unfortunately Canaday's
construction necessitated the destruction of one of the most loved buildings
on campus—the Deanery—which had
been M. Carey Thomas' residence until
her death, when it was remodeled into
the alumnae house. The rambling clapboard house with its British Taj furniture which Thomas collected served
as a cafe and a place to stay for visiting
friends and speakers. The Dorothy Ver-

non Room contains much of what is left
of the furnishings.
Gymnasium: The first gymnasium
was built in 1884 with the intention of
disproving claims that higher education was detrimental to a woman's
health by producing unusually athletic
women. The underground swimming
pool was built in 1893 and remained
even as the original brick building was
replaced by the current castle in 1908.
In the early years of the second gymnasium, a running track circled the
basketball court at mezannine level.
Here, under the guidance of Director of
Athletics Constance Applebee, the
students climbed on top of each other
to form pyramids, fenced, and played
water polo.

"Through the 1960s
maids cleaned the
students' rooms
once a week."
In 1928 Goodhart was built to be a
combined music and students' center,
despite President Thomas' misgivings
that such activities would drain time
from the students' scholarly endeavors.
The Science Buildings were built in
stages that spread from 1938 to 1964.

nmon in the early years of the college.

a tower added for an academic flourish.
In the first years of the College it contained virtually everything: offices,
classrooms, laboratories, the library
and an auditorium which occupied the
space where the deans' offices are now
located as well as the third floor.
Chapel services were held here every
morning, as well as commencements
and other major functions. First President James E. Rhoads occupied the second story office where Mary Patterson
McPherson now presides. The
crowding of departments was relieved
somewhat in 1893 when the sciences
moved to Da I ton.
Thomas: The M. Carey Thomas
library was, as one might guess, the
handiwork of the second president. It
was she who collected the plans for the
building from an Oxford dining hall
during one of her frequent European

lit prices; in 1911 the costs ranged
ident to $400 for a room such as
During her frequent excursions, M. Carey Thomas collected the exotic furnishings thai decorated the Deanery.
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Rape signs indicate societal attitudes
While reading a book for a history class
on the Middle East, A Concise History of the
Middle East, I was outraged and appalled by
the following statement:
CJmar may have admired Khalid's
skill at beating the Romans and the
Persians in battle, but not his
reported habit of taking their women
and making love to them on the
blood-soaked battlefield.
Does performing sexual intercourse with
a female captive on a "blood-soaked bat-

Sasha Torres
tlefield" really constitute making love? The
only accurate and appropriate word for
Khalid's actions is rape.
In his book Men on Rape, Timothy
Beneke discusses what he calls "rape
signs." Rape signs allow society to avoid
dealing with the issue of rape and its implications by masking discussions of rape
with elements such as humor or
euphemism. As an example, Beneke invokes the image of the caveman knocking
the cavewoman over the head with a club
and dragging her off by the hair, which is

familiar to any fan of comic strips or cartoons. He points out that in our own visual
images, the blood streaming from the
woman's head, and the bruises accumulating on her legs as she's dragged
are often absent from the scene. In addition, most people's mental pictures of this
encounter don't include its logical conclusion: that the caveman rapes the unconscious or semi-conscious cavewoman.
Rape signs, such as the euphemistic
referral to Khalid's actions as "making
love," serve to perpetuate myths about sexual violence in our culture, and, directly or
indirectly, to perpetuate sexual violence
itself. In his introduction, Beneke points
out that:
Rape signs stand between us and
the reality of rape, obfuscating and
numbing
our
vision
and
sensitivity. . . .They tell us false
stories about rape, men and women
without our consciously hearing the
stories.
Like all rape signs, the phrase ". .. making love to their women on the bloodsoaked battlefield" deserves close examination. First, it establishes women as
possessions. In addition, and more importantly, it indicates that rape isn't rape—it's
"making love." Like the caveman story, the
phrase also indicates that physical strength
is a legitimate source of power, both per-

Poverty conference offered
(continued from pane //
to be worth capturing in a larger
campus event."
The objectives of the conference are: to provide a forum for
the exchange of information on
the causes and effects of the overrepresentation of women in
poverty statistics; to examine the
data on the declining economic
status of women; to monitor relevant legislation and case law; and
to promote discussion of an approach to public policy as it
relates to economic equity for
women.

and race lines" to affect
everybody. She stated that she is
"hopeful" about the curriculum's
progress toward that end.

October 19, 1983
I am writing on behalf of the Peace Action Project. We understand that members
of the organization were not allowed to attend the first session of the Advisory Committee because of the oranizational nature
of that meeting. Certainly, informal
meetings of students with Committee
members have been extremely fruitful. On
Thursday. October 13, at such a meeting
we asked whether further formal Committee meetings would be open.
All of us are directly affected by the

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1983
6:30 P.M.
Registration
Foyer of Thomas Great Hall
Bryn Mawr College
7:30 P.M.
Opening Address
Diane Pearce, Ph.D.
Director of Research
Center For Policy Review
Catholic University Law School
Thomas Great Hall
Reception
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1983
8:30 A.M.
Registration
Foyer of Thomas Great Hall
(coffee, tea and pastries provided)
9:30 A.M.
Keynote Address
Phyllis A. Wallace, Ph.D.
Professor of Management
Sloan School
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology
Thomas Great Hall
11:00 A.M. Workshop Period I
Lunch
12:30
(Box lunches available-see
registration form)
2:00
Workshop Period II
3:45
Plenary
Thomas Great Hall
4:15
Reception

The College's attention to this
"critical issue" is particularly appropriate in light of the celebration of its centennial, and "reinforces a note struck by the College in the 1930s when the Summer School for Women Workers
was founded," Woodruff stated.
She hopes that the work of the
conference will be a "sustained effort" for the College through further integration of these ideas into the curriculum and through
support for college-wide research
on women's issues.

All

workshops

will

be held

Imagine, then, the subtle but substantial
influence of this phrase and other similar
rape signs on students in environments in
which feminism is not a part of the values
which are upheld. In many colleges and
universities throughout this country, where
participants in gang rapes go virtually unpunished because "boys will be boys," and
where popular (i.e. sexist) culture is extremely accessible, the attitudes of
students toward rape will be shaped by
rape signs without the students even being
aware of that process.
It is crucial for us, as educated women, to
examine the rape signs that surround us,
and to respond to them. Our reactions can
make a difference.

Peace Action writes Gaskins

Women, Poverty, and Public Policy Conference Schedule

Nine workshops focusing on
such issues as "Sex and Income
Discrimination in Housing,"
"Welfare Rights and Women,"
and "Lobbying for Legislative
Change" will comprise the bulk of
the Conference's program, along
with a keynote address by Phyllis
A. Wallace, Professor of Management at the Sloan School of the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Woodruff is particularly concerned about making undergraduates comfortable with the public
policy making process, which, as
she points out, "crosses gender

sonal and political: that women who are the
victims of sexual violence don't really suffer (the term "making love" is generally
thought of as a positive one, after all); and
that women are attracted to brute
strength—Khalid's manliness will eventually make the Persian or Roman woman
"relax and enjoy it."
It is possible, even likely, that many of
the women in my class read the passage
without even noticing it. Even at Bryn
Mawr, where feminism is inherent in the
College's outlook and foundation, and
where classes have a higher level of
feminist awareness than is typical of other
institutions, students are often conspicuously unaware of the realities of sexual violence.

during

both

Workshop Periods.

Solomon Amendment. Some face a moral
question, others a loss of federal financial
aid. This is why we are concerned that Bryn
Mawr's commitment to thinking through
the Solomon Amendment be evidenced in
open meetings of the Committee.
Please clarify your position on this issue
for us. We are hopeful that you will notify
us of the time and place of the next
meeting of the Advisory Committee on the
Solomon Amendment.
Sincerely Yours,
The Peace Action Project

Library
reviewed
(cfHittnued from ftttge I'
Students tolerant
In their report, the reviewers
were often surprised at the willingness of Bryn Mawr students
and faculty to tolerate the present
library conditions. As the library
faces an "almost impossible task
of trying to support a broad range
of undergraduate and graduate
programs, while still maintaining
many of the characteristics of a
college library " many of the
faculty and doctoral students
simply do not expect to find the
material they need in the library,
and thus make use of area
libraries.

Reserve room closed
The
Committee
was
"surprised" also that the Reserve
room is not open after the main
library closes, as is done in most
academic libraries.

Committee helpful
Aside from Gapen, the Committee included Shirley W. Bolles
of Rutgers University, Y.T. Feng
of Harvard University and Joan I.
Gotwals of the Univeristy of Pennsylvania. Tanis emphasized that
he found all four reviewers to be a
"great help both in long range
and small, practical planning."
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Lachs named pre-law advisor
(continued fnmi imge II

Phyllis Lachs, Bryn Mawr's new pre-law advisor, hopes to increase
services offered to students interested in law as a career.

Lachs sees her appointment as
a beginning toBryn Mawr's doing
more for prelaw students. "I am
intending to develop a multifaceted pre-law program, with
speakers, literature, and possibly
a newsletter," Lachs says.
Lachs is currently working parttime at the College, as she is also
clerking for a judge on the Pennsylvania Superior Court, Phyllis
Beck, the only woman on the
court. "It's very exciting working
with her," notes Lachs. Phyllis
Beck holds national stature in the
field of family law.
Next semester Lachs will be at
Bryn Mawr full-time, as a history
professor, administrator, and prelaw advisor. Lachs says that she
has always felt that there was a
"job to be done" for pre-law advising as well as pre-med, and she is
"looking forward to getting to
know the senior class."
When asked why Bryn Mawr
has not previously had a prelaw
advisor, Dean Dunn noted that

Kuhn explores women's cinema
by Adele Parker
Author Annette Kuhn spoke at
Bryn Mawr on October 10 on the
topic of "Women's Pictures:
Feminism and Cinema," which is
also the title of her latest book.
While Kuhn's talk was replete with
film jargon, it did not offer much
substance about feminist cinema,
and thus the title of the lecture
was misleading to many members of the audience.
In her lecture, Kuhn discussed
the nature of the audience for film
and television, and the implications of feminist work for this audience. Kuhn distinguished between the terms "audience" and
"spectator," and also between the
different audiences for film and
television.
An audience, said Kuhn, is a
social group that receives a
presentation, such as the people
in a movie theater or the people
watching the same television program in various households. A
spectator is more specific, someone who is drawn into a oneon-one relationship because of

her concentration on and identification with what she sees on
the screen. Kuhn paraphrased the
filmmaker Goddard, who said
that in the cinema, many people
go to be alone in front of the
screen, and in front of the TV,
people sit alone to be with many
other people.
Television and cinema are two
very different mediums; TV gives
direct interaction and address,
such as when a game show host
refers to the viewer as "you" and
to himself as a "guest" in the
viewer's home. This opposes
"dominant" cinema, that is, productions of the existing dominant
film institutions, which effect a
voyeuristic relationship in which
the viewer watches the actors but
the actors don't acknowledge the
viewer. There is no familiarity, no
intimacy.
Kuhn began to notice women's
film groups emerging in England,
where she lives, in the early
1970s. These are alternatives to
the dominant institutions. One
can either work from within or
outside these existing institutions, with the obvious problems

of either being incorporated or
not being noticed at all. The right
way to do it depends on the existing opportunities and long
term strategies, Kuhn stated.
These alternative groups challenge the dominant notions of audience. They try to break down
the "aloneness" and the "passivity
of
identification
and
involvement" proposed by dominant cinema, and thus attempt to
construct a new audience. They
also shun the strong division of
labor in the dominant industries
and opt for collective production
and skilled sharing. Kuhn mentioned channel 4 on English TV, a
channel that caters to the new independent audiences.
Kuhn herself has been working
on an English TV series about
sexuality. The series consists of
six parts and deals with gender
and social relations, pornography, advertising, prostitution, sexual harassment on the
job, and women and the law. She
also writes about feminist theory
and film and is currently doing
work on film censorship.

"prelaw advising has been the
responsibility of the senior dean,
and that has worked out well."
However, she added. Dean JoAnne Vanin, for many years the
senior class dean, did feel that
having an actual lawyer available
to students would be a great help.
Dunn feels that Lachs fills a need
that Bryn Mawr has recently
developed.

Lachs indicated that a conference on law as a career, sponsored by the Alumnae Association, will be held on November 5.
Entitled, "Lawyering: Great Expectations," the conference will
offer panels on law and small law
firms, criminal and public interest
law, paralegal work, and numerous other topics. A schedule is
forthcoming.

Housekeeping system
new his year
by Beth Leibson
Last year there were five hall
managers, both full-time and
part-time workers, running the
housekeeping services in Bryn
Mawr's dorms. According to Gail
Finan, Head of Administrative
Services, the hall managers served to "provide a liason for students to communicate about problems with the mail, bathrooms,
etc." They were also responsible
for supervising the cleaning staff.
Though each dorm was assigned
a hall manager, they were not
available at all times; for instance,
there was only one person in
charge of three dorms: Merion,
Denbigh and Radnor.
This year, the system has
changed and there are no such
liasons for the hall managers have
been replaced by a system of ex-

ecutive housekeepers. Fred
Cuspard, stationed in Denbigh,
runs the new system with his two
assistants, Arlette George and
Tony White, who work from Erdman and Brecon respectively.
One maid, at least, is assigned to
every dorm.
As with any administrative reordering, there are some
changes; "expectations are different," Finan explains. One of
the changes is weekend service,
which is now occuring for the first
time in years. Another change is
the institution of formalized inspections. Physical Plant is still
contacted in case of emergency.
Students have noticed no real
difference in the type and frequency of services rendered. As
one student noted, "the work is
still done; it's just more efficient."

Archives wins award
At the Society of American Archivists Convention in Minneapolis last week, the Guide to
the Microfilm of the M. Carey
Thomas Papers was a joint winner
of the Waldo Gifford Leland Prize.
The Leland Prize is awarded annually to a publication in the archival
field,
including
monographs, articles, finding
aids, and documentary publications. The co-winner was James
OToole, Archivist of the Archdiocese of Boston, who has
published a Guide to the Archdiocese Archives.
The Thomas Papers Microfilm
Committee, Jay Anderson, Lucy

West, Editors, the Library staff,
and the student assistants all had
a share in winning this award.

Grahn to read
Poet Judy Grahn, author of
"The Queen of Wands" and editor
of "True to Life Adventure
Stories," will be reading from her
work at Bryn Mawr on Thursday,
November 3. The Dean's Office
and Women's Alliance are the cosponsors of Grahn's talk, which
will be held in the Dorothy Vernon Room in Haffner at 8 p.m.

The Big Chill: pleasant, but it leaves you cool
by Christine Doran
Everyone kept telling me how wonderful
The Big Chill was, but no one seemed able
to tell me what it was about; so I went to the
movie to see what was so wonderful. They
were right in telling me to go see it. It's an
entertaining, if not especially significant,
film.
The Big Chill is the story of a group of
people who were very close in college but
who have drifted apart over the twelve
years since they graduated. They are
reunited at the funeral of Alex, who had
been a very important member of the
group. Alex seems to have been the person
who held the group together, and the
characters in the movie spend the weekend

after Alex's funeral seeing if they can
regain something of the closeness they had
in college.
Parts of the movie are predictable, but
there are some fine performances. William
Hurt, Kevin Kline, Jobeth Williams, Tom
Berenger, Glenn Close, and the others give
performances one expects of actors of thei r
calibre. All the "campus characters" you
would expect are here, but you discover
that you can't neatly label them as their
characters are carefully developed and
revealed throughout the movie.
We have Michael the wimp who's more
than a wimp. In face, he has some of the"
best lines in the movie including one about

an "amazing tradition; they throw a great
party on the one day they know you can't
come," which is his comment on Alex's
wake/reception. Michael is also something
of a lover, which we learn as we watch him
unpack. In fact, watching everyone unpack
is some of the best footage in the film.
Nick—William Hurt—appears to be the
perfect druggie, except that he's not.
Jobeth Williams gives a beautiful performance of the manipulative bitch who gets
out-manipulated in the end by the object of
her manipulations—one Tom Berenger
aka "Sam" aka "T.J. Lancer". The Big Chill's
answer to Magnum, P.I. All I can say is eat
your heart out, Tom Selleck.

Kevin Kline also hands in a superb showing, but it is no less than one would expect
from a man who can play opposite Meryl
Streep in Sophie's Choice and not vanish.
The Big Chill as a whole is not memorable
(except for its vintage sixties music), but go
see it anyway. It's a nice way to spend a couple of hours. Besides, I didn't tell you who's
going to be the father of Meg's baby, or
what Harold keeps telling everyone that
he's not supposed to, or if this group of
friends remains friends. The Big CNU is a
nice quiet study without much plot, but
that is made up for by the fine performances, some very good lines, and some
interesting visual effects.
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Feminists accommodate differing perspectives
by Michele Rubin
Feminism has made a
number in significant marks on
the Bryn Mawr campus as well as
the Haverford campus this
semester. Many students on the
two campuses felt that there
should be more feminist groups
available to accomodate the
many different types of feminism
in the community. It is important
to allow for these differences as
feminism is both personal and
political, both social and private.
Each persons perspective on her
role as a feminist and as a woman
is highly individual and shaped by
personal experience. In a phrase,
very rarely are two views of
feminism identical. Previously on
campus there have been few
feminist groups and these groups
did not vary widely. All this is
changing.
On the Haverford campus for
the first time there is a specific
and established feminist group.
Although this group is dealing
somewhat with current feminist
issues, its main focus is feminism
at Haverford College and the position of Haverford women in the
community. As this is the first
year that Haverford has been
completely coeducational, there
are certain aspects of life for a
woman that exist only at Haverford and are not the same at Bryn

Mawr. While this group meets at
the Haverford Women's Center, it
is not affiliated with the Center
but is a separate and autonomous
group. Attendance for the
meetings has been good and fairly consistent. The group hopes to
raise the consciousness of both
men and women at Haverford and
to promote greater communication on campus regarding
women's issues. Hopefully, this
group will establish feminism at
Haverford as well as create a
larger spot for it in the communityAt Bryn Mawr a number of new
groups have sprung into being.
There is a newly formed radical
feminism group that is run along
study group lines. It meets an
average of once a week to discuss
more radically political feminism
such as separatist feminism as
well as different types of political
feminism such as Marxist feminism. The group, led by Priscilla
Isear '84, has been small but
steady and each member brings
in something that she has read or
is studying for discussion among
the group.
Another newly formed group is
the black feminist group that was
started by two Bryn Mawters,
Renee Hill and Tracy McDonald.
This group is tackling specifically
black feminist issues both in the

world and in the college community. There has never been a
black feminist group at Bryn
Mawr and Haverford though one
has long been needed. This group
wants to help promote greater
understanding between black
feminists and white feminists.
Though there are certainly issues
that affect both groups, there are
other issues that black women
must deal with that don't affect
white women, and those issues
often go ignored or undiscussed
in Bryn Mawr's other feminist
groups. The group also has a solid
and steady core of members and
they hope to enlarge the group as
the semester progresses.
A third new group that is still in
the works though it will be formed
soon is a lesbian feminist group
spun off the Women's Alliance
and the Gay People's Alliance.
According to Julia Fasick, chair
of GPA, they hope to get this
group off the ground within the
next month. They will deal with
specifically lesbian feminist
issues on campus and off as well
as attempting to generate greater
communication between lesbian
feminists and non-lesbian
feminists. Within the feminist
movement in this country there is
a split between these two groups
who are in many ways working
toward the same ends. As two

groups who do have some different aspects on feminism and
who are affected by different factors of feminism, they often split
factionally on some social issues.
The group forming at Bryn Mawr
wants to promote discussion
among the lesbian members of
the community and promote
discussion between lesbian and
non-lesbian members in the community.
Two groups that existed last
year are receiving more publicity
this year and acquiring new
members. These two groups are
the soon to be re-named ProChoice Coalition and the Baby
Feminist group. The Pro-Choice
Coalition last year dealt only with
abortion and reproductive rights,
but this year they are broadening
their activities to other social
feminist issues and to voting
registration. The group's outlook
is both campus-oriented as well
as oriented toward the outside
world, and they do not want to be
campus-limited in their activities.
The Baby Feminism group is
designed for new comers to feminism and for those who are shaping their feminist ideologies.
They wish to promote discussion
about what feminism is and what
it means to be a feminist for those
who have concerns and questions
about it. All perspectives are wel-

come as well as are all levels of
feminism.
As always the Women's
Alliance is active and organized
this year. This semester's big project was scheduling Mary Daly to
speak at Bryn Mawr on November
14. The Women's Alliance runs
speakers and movies, and lectures and panel discussions. The
Women's Alliance has a broad
range of feminists as they do not
cater to any specific group but
rather to all Bryn Mawr women.
They meet once a week and the
coordinating committee meets
once a week separately. They address different aspects of
feminism as well as trying to coordinate all the other groups into
discussions as part of their own
program.
All of the groups on the two
campuses are part of a large
movement to promote more
vocal outlets for feminism and
communication in the community. The more types of groups, the
more discussion and thus the better the community. This is important in terms of each member of
the community understanding
others, as well as in terms of
academic life and applied
academic feminist disciplines,
such a women's studies.

S-P-O-R-T-S
Hockey falls to Haverford
by Kristen Steiner
"We can't let them out-scrap
us." The warning was heard but
evidently not heeded as Bryn
Mawr hockey went under 1-0 to
Haverford on October 7 the first
time in their persistent rivalry.
Coach Shillingford and the team
were prepped for a fight with a
distinguished and determined
Ford squad which had already
beaten teams to which Bryn Mawr

had succumbed.
The strategy included changing the line-up to a three-man
front. This secret weapon could
have been effective had the Fords
not shut down any offensive pattern during the second half. The
first half had looked promising,
and as Coach Shillingford said,
"We were an ounce better." Bryn
Mawr made it to the circle a few
times, but the majority of the

game was spent in waves up and
down the field.
A discouraging second half
had frustrated Mawrtyrs flinging
themselves into any semblance of
a rally. Models of patience,
sweeper Phoebe Driscoll and
Goalie Ingrid Liiv carefully cleaned up the opponent's drives. Time
wound down and Haverford came
off the field cheering their first
triumph over their older sister.

Freshman Debbie Ma gels in shape for the gymnastics team's
first meet on November 30th.

OLIVIA RECORDS and
SECOND WAVE RECORDS
present

Friday, November 11, 8PM
Tower Theatre
In o Ror«, Musical Ono-Nloht Stood
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MEG CHRISTIAN C . S WILLIAMSON. TRET PURE.
TERESA TRULL & BARBARA HIGBIE
Sophomore Alexandra Willans runs for the ball during the October 7 Bryn Maivr-Hauerford field
hockey game.
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